
  
 

U.S. Census Records, 1850–1940 

 
Objectives 
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What is a Census? 
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About the Census 
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Value of Census Records 
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Using Census Records—What You Should Know Before Using a Census
 
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How to Use the Census 
 
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Content of Federal Censuses 

 
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1850–1940 Census 
 
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Uses for 1850–1940 Censuses 
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Census contents 1850–1940 
 

Data 1850 1860 1870 1880 1890 1900 1910 1920 1930 1940 
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Numbers on Census Schedules 
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Census Indexes and Images 

 
Types of Census Schedules 
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Cautions in Using Census Records 
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Availability of Census Records—Online/films 

FamilySearch.org 

Ancestry.com 

findmypast.com 

Archives.gov

Census.gov
 

Census Records are Critical 
 
 

 

Reference Aids 
Preliminary Inventory of the 

Records of the Bureau of the Census (Record Group 29). 

The Researcher’s Guide to American Genealogy. 

The Handy Book for Genealogists. 

The American Census Handbook. 

The Source: A Guidebook of 
American Genealogy. 

Map Guide to US Federal Censuses, 1790-
1920. 


